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FOR  ADKINISTPJiTI^^  USE  OKIY 


AGRICULTURE  LID  L'ATIONAL  DEFENSE 


ARIvIY  OTTYilS  ALL-CO"T^U  F.VTTRESSES ;     The  Qu- rtermp  sters  Corps  of  the 
Arr.y  hr  s  r  gr  -j  -o  d  to  f'  iT  -c  ct  fo"n  specifier  ticns  for  r  lot  of  275,000 
new  rnrittressL. s  ^/hich  the  /rry  pirns  to  buy  •"-s  "  prrt  of  r  general 
rssignrient  of  650,000  rrr.ttrcs  se55 ,  the  purchase  of  v/hich  wns 
decided  upon  seme  time  rgo.     Cost  to  the  Arr.y  on  -^ll-cottcn  mi^ ttresses 
is  only  10  certs  r.ors  per  r'-^.ttrcss  thrn  the  Ir  st  lot  of  rrttrossos 
ordered  v.hich  called  for  £0  percent  cotton  rnd  50  percent  linters. 
Orders  previous  to  the  defense  progrrn  cllod  for  40  percent  cotton 
'^nd  60  percent  lintvjrs.     The  Army  elected  to  pry  the  rdditionrl  cost 
in  vievr  ?f  increcscd  outlets  for  linturs, 

ErTOMOLOGY  EXPERTS  KELF  ARia  CHECK  TERJ  ITES;     The  Bureru  of 
Entomolcgy  rnd  Plrnt  Qurrrntine,  rt  the  request  of  the  officer  in 
chrrge  cf  the  Qur rternrster  Depot,  Jef f ers onville ,  Ind.  ,  is  sending 
on  ont omologist  to  inspect  r>nd  supervise  termite  control  on  the 
pest  Tifprehouses  v.-hich  rro  infested  Vifith  the  pests. 

DECEUTRi".LIZIFG  DEFENSE  COFTR^^CTS  FL/iNT^D ;     The  Defense  Commission 
hrs  rpproved  ^  pl^n  prrposed  by  Commissioner  Sidney  Hillm.rn  which 
by  "f^rrdng  out"  d'-3^'ense  c^'ntrrcts  by  piece  v.'-ork  mil  mrke  it  possible 
to  pro\^ide  em.ploym.cnt  in  sm^^ll  frctorios,  thrt  in  the  recent  p-^st  hove 
been  working  only  p'-rt  tim.e  or  not  rt  -11.     The  pirn,  which  is  vTrk- 
ing  successfzilly  in  Engl-nd  r.nd  Germiony,  is  tr  sprerd  the  defense 
contr'~cts  by  piece  work  over  r  numiber  rf  these  smrll  plrnts  Thich 
do  not  hnve'the  frcilities  for  turning  rvut  a  complete  defense  item 
such  n.s  rn  rirplrno  or  c  mrchine  gun.     The  plrnt  then  sends  its  item 
to  a  cer.tr'-l  rssembling  plrnt,  together  with  pieces  mrnuf' ctured  in 
other  sm.rll  plants,  for  finrl  rssem^bling.     Good  points  in  the  pirn  as 
seen  by  the  Commission  "re*    Further  dccentr^' liz-^ti  on  of  defense 
production;  trking  the  iobs  to  l^bor  insto'^d  of  l^bor  moving  to  rlre-^dy 
over-crowded  big-city  industrirl  centers;  rvoid  necessity  of  build- 
ing housing  prrjects;  sprerd,  instard  of  concentrating,  formers^ 
m.rrkets.     A  preliminrry  study  h- s  been  m.'-'de  cf  rbout  15  such  plrnts  in 
sm.oll  cities  with  o  labor  surplus.     Those  c-prble  cf  doing  defense 
cmtr'^cts  on  r  "sm.rll  bit"  scrlc  v-rill  be  listed  rnd  sent  to  r  11 
gcvernnent  agencies  lotting  out  defense  contracts  rnd  to  all  contrrctcrs 
now  cng'^ged  in  defense  work  with  the  suggestion  thrt  they  use 
these  added  facilities  where  possible  to  supplem.ent  present  output. 
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STOSvIARY  OF  FOREIGN  rEVELOPMErTS ;     UNITED  KINGDOM;     The  Gov-jrnmont 
is  considering  ^  pirn  tc  ;  ssuro  more  cquitnble  distribution  of  feed- 
stuff s.     The  pl^^n  c cntemplr tes  introduotion  of  r  coupon  rationing 
system  for  livestock.     L^'ilk  output  is  now  below  prc-wrr  volume  becruso 
of  drought  rnd  limited  feed  supplies.    Milk  consumption  hr s  incrcrsed. 
A  milk  shortrge  is  rnticipr.ted  this  v/intor.     The  Government  is  t'^king 
steps  to  insure  equitoble  distribution  rnd  has  asked  individuals  to 
whom  milk  is  not  essenti.'-'l  tc  restrict  use  where  possible, 
CANADA:    Arrongenients  \-'er^  c  ncludod  v/ith  United  Kingdom  for  srle  to 
Fritish  Ministi-y  of  Foods  of  b^con,  cheescj   condensed  milk,  honey, 
canned  tomrt'.s,  cr.'ied  "  nd  dried  rpeles,  conned  srlmon,  rnd  other 
crnned  •■^nd  frozen  fish.     The  Dominion  is  expected  to  provide  on 
incrci^singly  importrnt  sh^rj  of  these  foodstuffs  for  Erit'^in.  Discussions 
'■re  under  woy  bot7:oen  Eritrin  rnd  Con'"'do  on  British  wheot  requirem.ent s  , 

DENMARK:     Srlcs  of  butter  frcm  Novom.bor  8  to  27  were  restricted  to 
one  kilo  per  person,  rnd  to  70  percent  of  normal  c  r-nsun-ipti  on  for 
rcstouronts  ^nd  other  business  concerns.     Butter  rs^'tions  for  Decem.ber 
probobly  will  be  350  grrms  per  person  per  week,     Drostic  reductions 
pre  foreseen  thereoftar.     Confidentirl  reports  indicate  th-^^t  Gerrion 
forces  in  Norwoy  ore  boinc;  supplied  with  Drnish  butter.     Donish  food- 
stuff siturticn  is  sterdiiy  becoming  ~ore  difficult  bccouse  of  forced 
export  requirem.ent  s ,  declining  production,  excessive  prices,  ond 
increosing  unemplo3rr-ent .     It  is  rnticip-^ted  th^t  milk,  pork,  f'^ts 
'-nd  soap  will  be  rationed  in  the  nerr  future, 

ARGENTBIAt     The  Grr.in  Bor-rd  wrs  ruthorized  to  sell  err  corn  for  fuel 
rt  20  pesos  per  metric  ton  ((t;5.40  per  short  ton)  to  rrilw-ay  com.pr^nios 
r.t  points  of  origin,  ond  ot  23  pesos  (•'f6,21  per  short  ton)  to  foctories 
on  errs  ot  destinrtion, 
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